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Sale of the Donald B. Marron Family Collection to
be Handled by Acquavella Galleries, Gagosian and
Pace Gallery in a Collaboration to Honor his Legacy
“Good contemporary art reflects the society, and great contemporary
art anticipates.” —Donald B. Marron
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Right: Mark Rothko, Number 22 (reds), 1957
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Courtesy the Donald B. Marron Family Collection,
Acquavella Galleries, Gagosian, and Pace Gallery

In an unprecedented move, Acquavella Galleries, Gagosian and Pace Gallery have joined forces with the Marron
family to handle the sale of the Donald B. Marron Family Collection. The collaboration will pay homage to Don
Marron’s legacy as one of the 20th- and 21st- century’s most passionate and erudite collectors, a pioneer of corporate
collections, a family man, and a dedicated philanthropist. Over the course of six decades, Marron acquired over 300
modern and contemporary masterworks.
In May 2020, the three galleries will organize a joint exhibition in New York to showcase the breadth of the Marron
family collection. The exhibition will be divided around three significant phases of Marron’s collecting activities,
including his work as a young collector in the 1960s and 1970s, as a museum steward, and as a pioneer in reinventing
how corporations build art collections around a singular vision. The exhibition will include works from the family
collection as well as loans from institutions.
The Marron family collection includes two major paintings by Pablo Picasso, Femme au beret et la collerette (Woman
with Beret and Collar) (March 6, 1937) and Femme assise (Jacqueline) (May 13–June 16, 1962); Mark Rothko’s
Number 22 (reds) (1957); Cy Twombly’s Untitled (Camino Real) (2011); paintings by Willem De Kooning and Gerhard
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Richter, and significant works by Brice Marden, including Complements (2004–2007). Marron also supported
generations of rising artists of significance, and the collection reflects this with recent works by Mark Bradford,
Mark Grotjahn, and Laura Owens.
While Marron began his collection with works of the Hudson River School, which he had always loved, he soon
moved to Abstract Expressionist painting and to the broader 20th century. Marron collected several artists in depth,
including Jasper Johns, Ellsworth Kelly, Agnes Martin, and Cy Twombly.
In keeping with his belief that great contemporary art anticipates society, Marron began a pioneering corporate
collection in the 1970s at the brokerage company PaineWebber, where he became CEO in 1980. As he got to know
the art world, Marron developed strong relationships with artists, curators, gallerists, and several major institutions,
including the Museum of Modern Art, New York. He was elected to the museum’s Board in 1975, and served as its
President from 1985 to 1991, after which he remained a trustee and President Emeritus. His philanthropy includes
his dedication to MoMA as well as a wide range of causes unrelated to the art world.
To accompany the exhibition, Phaidon Press will produce a scholarly volume to illuminate Marron’s collection and
celebrate his legacy. The publication will include illustrations of the works and extensive archival material, as well as
contributions from scholars, artists, and friends.
Marron enjoyed long personal relationships with Bill Acquavella, Larry Gagosian, and Arne Glimcher, who each
contributed to shaping this significant collection over the course of several decades. The collaboration between the
three galleries is the first of its kind, and signals a new way for families to handle the sales of their collections.
Marc Glimcher, President and CEO of Pace Gallery, says:
“Through this collaboration we are creating an occasion to honor Don’s work as a pioneering collector, and to
commemorate 60 years of connoisseurship. The project will also celebrate the lifelong relationships that can develop
between collectors and dealers, and the role our galleries have played in supporting Marron’s vision. Acquavella,
Gagosian and Pace share a heritage in our deep roots within the New York community, so it is fitting to honor one
of this city’s major players through this unique collaboration. We are deeply committed to the family and to finding
great placement for the masterworks that Don loved so much.”
Bill Acquavella of Acquavella Galleries, says:
“I first met Don when he came into my gallery in the early 1970s. It was quite clear to me that Don had a special
sensitivity for collecting and appreciating fine art. Over the years Don not only became a valued client, but a great
friend. We are excited to be part of this partnership that will help honor his family and his legacy.”
Larry Gagosian, Founder of Gagosian, says:
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“Don was a true visionary and one of the most forward-thinking collectors of his time. In our many years of working
together, he would frequently see something in a work of art that others did not, and the outcome is an unparalleled
collection that encapsulates a defining moment in the history of modern and contemporary art. I am delighted that
our gallery is forming this collaboration with Pace and Acquavella as we honor Don’s inspired legacy as we introduce
this exceptional selection of artworks from his personal collection.”
Arne Glimcher, Founder and Chairman of Pace Gallery, says:
“Don’s ceaseless curiosity led to a close family friendship, looking at art together, not only in our gallery but in
museums and other galleries as well. He continuously honed his vision and—through art—extended his perception
of the world around him.”

Notes for Editors
About Acquavella Galleries
Acquavella Galleries is distinguished for its expertise in the fields of 19th, 20th and 21st century art. The gallery,
founded by Nicholas Acquavella in the early 1920s, is now a three-generation, family-owned and run business. For
more than 90 years, Acquavella Galleries has sold major paintings and sculpture to esteemed private collectors and
museums worldwide. Through its exhibitions, it has gained a reputation for organizing both museum-quality loan and
commercial shows, and represents a selective roster of contemporary artists. The gallery is located at 18 East 79th
Street in New York City, occupying a five-story French neo-classical townhouse. Visit www.acquavellagalleries.com
for more information.
About Gagosian
Established in Los Angeles in 1980, Gagosian is a global gallery specializing in modern and contemporary art that
employs over two hundred people at seventeen exhibition spaces across the United States, Europe, and Asia. From
its inception, Gagosian has prepared and presented unparalleled museum-quality exhibitions of works by historical
artists, as well as working with a diverse array of marquee living artists. The gallery’s initiatives include innovative
online viewing rooms coinciding with major art fairs, featuring transparent and comprehensive market analysis; a
publishing arm that produces scholarly exhibition catalogues, artist monographs, catalogues raisonnés, and the
Gagosian Quarterly magazine; as well as a distinctive retail shop. In 2018 Gagosian established Building a Legacy,
created by the gallery to assist artists, studio managers, estate and foundation representatives, among others, with
maintaining and steering artists’ creative and philanthropic futures.
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About Pace
Pace is a leading contemporary art gallery representing many of the most significant international artists and estates
of the 20th and 21st centuries.
Under the leadership of President and CEO Marc Glimcher, Pace is a vital force within the art world and plays a
critical role in shaping the history, creation, and engagement with modern and contemporary art. Since its founding
by Arne Glimcher in 1960, Pace has developed a distinguished legacy for vibrant and dedicated relationships with
renowned artists. As the gallery approaches the start of its seventh decade, Pace’s mission continues to be inspired
by a drive to support the world’s most influential and innovative artists and to share their visionary work with people
around the world.
Now in its seventh decade, Pace advances this mission through its dynamic global program, comprising ambitious
exhibitions, artist projects, public installations, institutional collaborations, performances and interdisciplinary
projects through Pace Live, and curatorial research and writing. Today, Pace has seven locations worldwide: two
galleries in New York—including its newly opened headquarters at 540 West 25th Street, and an adjacent 8,000 sq. ft.
exhibition space at 510 West 25th Street—as well as galleries in Palo Alto, London, Geneva, Hong Kong, and Seoul.
About Phaidon
Phaidon is a global publisher of books on art, architecture, design, fashion, photography, and popular culture, as
well as cookbooks, children’s books, and travel books. The company is based in London and New York City, with
additional offices in Paris and Berlin. With over 1,500 titles in print, Phaidon books are sold in over 100 countries
and are printed in English, French, Spanish, German, Italian, Mandarin, and dozens of other languages. Since the
publisher’s founding in Vienna in 1923, Phaidon has sold more than 42 million books worldwide.
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