
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

  

 

BEYER BLINDER BELLE ANNOUNCE GROUNDBREAKING OF GALLERY 64, MIXED USE MULTIFAMILY 

DEVELOPMENT AND FUTURE HOME OF RUBELL MUSEUM ON HISTORIC SITE 

 

The renovation, adaptive reuse, and redevelopment of the historic, former Randall Junior High School and site 

will create a vibrant arts campus with a contemporary art museum and Gallery 64, a new 12-story apartment 

building. 

 

 

Rendering courtesy Beyer Blinder Belle 

September 21, 2021 (Washington, DC) —  Beyer Blinder Belle Architects & Planners (BBB) announce the 

design and groundbreaking of Gallery 64, a new 12-story residential building providing 492 units of housing. 

Gallery 64 will anchor the renovation and redevelopment of the historic 2.7-acre Randall Junior High School 

site located at 65 Eye Street, SW, in Washington, DC, with the existing former school buildings transformed 

into the Rubell Museum DC, a world-class contemporary art museum. National real estate firm Lowe is the 

developer along with joint venture partner on the project, Mitsui Fudosan America. 

 

Constructed in 1906, with two significant wings added in 1927, the Randall Junior High School historically 



served African American public-school students in southwest Washington, DC until its closing in 1978. The 

Rubell Museum will fill the central building and east wing of the school buildings which will be preserved and 

repurposed, presenting internationally renowned contemporary paintings, sculptures, photography, and 

installations.  

 

A dynamic glass addition at the east wing will create an inviting museum entry, with a bookstore, café, and an 

outdoor dining terrace that enriches street activity along Eye Street. The West Randall building will provide 

approximately 18,000 SF of creative workspace aimed at variety of potential tenants including nonprofits, 

cultural institutions, technology incubators, and coworking businesses. The concept design for the 

redevelopment of the historic Randall School has received unanimous approval from the Historic Preservation 

Review Board and from the Advisory Neighborhood Commission. With Gallery 64 sited north of the historic 

buildings, the redevelopment will result in over 500,000 SF of usable space.  

 

Gallery 64’s apartment residences are configured as studio, one-, two- and three-bedroom units of which 98 

are designated affordable. Nineteen two-level, townhouse-style residences activate the street with increased 

pedestrian connectivity and visual interest. Amenities include rooftop gathering spaces with fire pits, grilling 

stations, and outdoor kitchens; a dog walk; and a resort-style pool. Indoor communal areas include a spacious 

lounge with fireplace, game room, fitness center, a maker space, and a sound studio. 

 

Gallery 64 is designed to LEED Gold standards, and the renovation of the historic school buildings will comply 

with LEED Silver guidelines. Gallery 64 and the overall campus redevelopment are anticipated to be 

completed by year-end 2022. 

Project visuals can be accessed here. 

 

The 20-story infill residential tower includes ground-floor and cellar retail space, 121 rental units on the second 

through twentieth floors, and amenities including a landscaped rooftop terrace, private rear yard terraces, 

fitness and yoga rooms, resident lounge space, children’s playroom, general and bicycle storage, communal 

laundry, and pet wash. Located within the Borough Hall Skyscraper Historic District, the development was 

approved by the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission. The project’s foundation was completed 

in March, and the superstructure was completed in late summer 2021.  

 

The unit interiors will boast a clean modern palette with oversized windows. The building’s distinctive design 

pays subtle homage to the area’s historic architecture with its verticality, rhythmic dark facade, including a 

polished black granite base, profiled Glass Fiber Reinforced Concrete (GFRC) piers, bronze-tone metal 

detailing and charcoal-grey colored window frames.  

 

Renderings of the project can be found here.  

  

About Beyer Blinder Belle 

Founded in 1968, Beyer Blinder Belle Architects & Planners (BBB) is an award-winning architecture, planning, 

and interiors practice of 170 professionals in New York City, Washington, DC, and Boston with a longstanding 

commitment to design excellence, social integrity, and sustainable practices. The firm’s multi-faceted portfolio 

encompasses preservation, urban design, and new construction projects that span a wide spectrum of building 

typologies and sectors, including cultural, civic, educational, residential, and commercial.   

  

Planning and design for educational institutions is central to the firm’s practice— and is based on a 

commitment to understanding mission and responding to the unique physical, historical, and cultural context of 

each campus. 

  

BBB has designed the renovation and restoration of existing buildings as well as the addition of new buildings 

for numerous educational institutions including Harvard University, Columbia University, Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology, General Theological Seminary, Denison University, and Stony Brook University. BBB 

has also provided comprehensive campus planning and facilities planning studies for Dartmouth College, 

Princeton University, and Amherst College, among others. 

 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/baw8wf3uf9h8xyl/AADHJeBq2p2iXidkoiUdRuS9a?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/2c4f9wufy9pu0gr/AADr1wXylodrZg8cyRfx6KzRa?dl=0
https://www.beyerblinderbelle.com/%22%20/t%20%22_blank


 

About Lowe  

Los Angeles-based Lowe, formerly known as Lowe Enterprises, is a leading national real estate investment, 

development and management firm. Over the past 49 years, it has developed, acquired or managed more 

than $32 billion of real estate assets nationwide as it pursued its mission to build value in real estate by 

creating innovative, lasting environments and meaningful experiences that connect people and place. Lowe 

established its Washington, DC area office in 1980 and has been an active developer of commercial real 

estate throughout the region.  Among Lowe’s signature projects in the area is The Hepburn, ultra-luxury 

apartments developed adjacent to the famed Washington Hilton Hotel where the firm completed a $150 million 

restoration, development of the 700,000-square-foot National Science Foundation headquarters building on 

Alexandria, Virginia, and CityVista, a transformative mixed-use development in the Mount Vernon Triangle 

area of Washington DC.  Lowe maintains offices in Los Angeles (headquarters), Southern California, Northern 

California, Charleston, Denver, Seattle, and Washington, DC. For more information visit www.Lowe-RE.com     

 

 

About Mitsui Fudosan America 

Mitsui Fudosan America, Inc. (MFA) is the U.S. subsidiary of Japan's largest real estate company, Mitsui 

Fudosan Co., Ltd., a publicly traded company with approximately $ 70 billion of assets. MFA is responsible for 

Mitsui Fudosan's real estate investment and development activities in North America, and is headquartered in 

New York, with branch offices in Washington DC, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Honolulu. MFA has been 

active in the United States since the 1970s, and currently owns assets in the New York, Washington DC, 

Boston, Denver, Seattle, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Honolulu metropolitan areas. MFA’s U.S. portfolio 

includes 5.6 million square feet of office space, 6.0 million square feet of office space under development, 

1,600 residential apartments, 5,300 additional rental units under development, 350 condominiums and 

townhomes under development, and 753 hotel rooms. 

 

About Rubell Museum  

The Rubell Museum is a 501 c3 non-profit foundation based in Miami, Florida since 1994. The museum 

presents exhibitions drawn from one of the world’s largest privately owned and publicly accessible collections 

of contemporary art. The collection is constantly expanding and includes over 7,400 artworks by more than 

1,100 artists including Jean-Michel Basquiat, Keith Haring, Jeff Koons, Yayoi Kusama, Kerry James Marshall, 

Cindy Sherman and Kara Walker.  

In addition to displaying internationally established artists, the Rubell Museum actively commissions, acquires, 

exhibits and champions emerging artists working at the forefront of contemporary art. Each year the foundation 

presents thematic exhibitions drawn from the collection and these exhibitions often travel to museums around 

the world. Recent exhibitions have been presented at the Detroit Institute of Arts, San Francisco’s Asian Art 

Museum, the San Antonio Museum of Art, Madrid’s Fundación Santander, Kansas City’s Nelson-Atkins 

Museum and the Barnes Foundation in Philadelphia. 
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